


New London Council Zoning Public Hearing
Monday, April 13, 2026 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Present: Mike Crabbs, Steve Roeder, Jason Anderson, John Gerlak, Dawn Hess and Ed Fannin.

Also present: Shawn Pickworth, Natalie Schulte, Chad Blanton, Sean Varney, Robert Jones, Sterling Sherwood, Joyce Sherwood and Mike Gerlak.

Mayor Toby Thomas called the public hearing to order.

The purpose of the 6:30 p.m. zoning public hearing was to allow public comment concerning a proposed zoning variance request for the property located at 69 Grant Street (Parcel #26021A010120000). Owner Chad Blanton is requesting to permanently keep a shipping container on the property. He intends to paint and eventually integrate the container into a garage. 

Members of council expressed their concerns with him permanently keeping the shipping container. They are concerned if they let him keep his, they will have to let everyone else who has a shipping container keep theirs also.

Chad Blanton expressed to council that he plans to paint the container this spring to make it match the house. Then within five years, he will incorporate the container into his garage so that he will have a separate room for his lawnmower, golf-cart and other storage separate from his main garage. He would not build a new house and then leave the storage container looking poorly.

Members of council discussed the situation with some members being in favor of him keeping the storage container and some members thinking it could lead to a problem in the village when other residents do not keep their container in good repair.

The purpose of the 6:45 p.m. zoning public hearing was to allow public comment concerning a proposed zoning variance request for the property located at 130 West Main Street (Parcel #26022A090070000). Owner Sean Varney is requesting to install a new driveway on the west side of his property due to a shared driveway conflict leaving the homeowner with no parking area. Ordinance 1118.07 states a driveway should be no closer than three feet to the boundary line. Mr. Varney’s request would be to reduce the distance to the property line by two feet.

Sean Varney explained to council the reason for his request. He has a shared driveway and the resident that shares the driveway with him has been sabotaging the driveway with nails and doing things to deter Mr. Varney from parking on the property. Robert Jones was there in support of Sean Varney and he verified how hard the situation has become and that it has been going on for quite some time.

Council asked if Mr. Varney has taken any legal action.

Sean Varney stated he had called the police but has been told it is a civil matter.

Council noticed Sterling Sherwood in attendance and asked if he had anything to say.

Sterling Sherwood replied that he did not have a problem with the variance request as long as it does not encroach onto his property.

Members of council requested Shawn Varney get a survey done of his property to determine actual property lines. Once the survey is complete, council would like the official paperwork along with the current easement on the property to be given to Village Solicitor, Natalie Schulte for review. 

Members of council, Natalie Schulte and Sean Varney discussed the situation and the best way to proceed. Emphasis was placed on obtaining an official survey. 

Mr. Varney agreed to start with the survey and go from there.

No other members of the public made any comments.

There being no further questions or comments, the meeting adjourned.
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